
The Value of Wisdom 

Bible Background • GENESIS 39; PROVERBS 2 

Printed Text • PROVERBS 2:1–11 | Devotional Reading • PROVERBS 2:12–22 

Aim for Change 

By the end of this lesson, we will: UNDERSTAND the search for the wisdom that comes from God is most 

important; YEARN for the wisdom that comes from God; and CENTER our hearts, wills, and thoughts in the 

wisdom that comes from God. 

In Focus 

Caleb loved his father, Don, and trusted him. He often tried to imitate his father in pursuing the same things he 

did. He asked his dad several times to let him take karate. Don had taken karate as a child. Don finally agreed to 

let Caleb take karate lessons. 

Caleb did not understand why his dad insisted on his watching the movie Karate Kid repeatedly. “Caleb, I know 

Bruce Lee is your hero, but there is a different reason I wanted you to watch Karate Kid so many times. The 

first reason is you should understand the importance of listening to the instructions of the teacher and do exactly 

as he instructs you. Second, just like you have followed my instructions without a clear understanding, you must 

also be willing to trust your instructors and follow their instructions.” 

Unassured, but willing to obey, Caleb did what his father asked and followed the teachings of his instructors. It 

was hard work, but Caleb made a decision to obey. He was diligent in his pursuit to develop his karate skills. 

Although he didn’t have class every day, he took it upon himself to practice as though he did. In doing so, Caleb 

became top in his class and represented his class in the most challenging competitions. He, his father, and his 

instructors were very pleased with his accomplishments. Caleb was able to appreciate his father’s wisdom even 

more. 

People of faith grow in their recognition and appreciation of the role of divine wisdom in their lives. How do 

you allow wisdom to center your heart, your will, and your thoughts in God’s will? 

Keep in Mind 
“For the LORD grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs 2:6, NLT). 

 

Words You Should Know   
A. Buckler (v. 7) magen (Heb.)—A small shield 

B. Preserve (v. 11) shamar (Heb.)—To watch or guard 
 

Say It Correctly 
Agur. ah-GUR. 

Lemuel. LEH-moo-ell. 

Amenemopet. ah-MEH-no-MOE-pet. 

  



KJV 
Proverbs 2:1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 

2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 

3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 

4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 

5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. 

6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 

7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 

8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints. 

9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path. 

10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; 

11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee. 

 

NLT  
Proverbs 2:1 My child, listen to what I say, and treasure my commands. 

2 Tune your ears to wisdom, and concentrate on understanding. 

3 Cry out for insight, and ask for understanding. 

4 Search for them as you would for silver; seek them like hidden treasures. 

5 Then you will understand what it means to fear the LORD, and you will gain knowledge of God. 

6 For the LORD grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 

7 He grants a treasure of common sense to the honest. He is a shield to those who walk with integrity. 

8 He guards the paths of the just and protects those who are faithful to him. 

9 Then you will understand what is right, just, and fair, and you will find the right way to go. 

10 For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will fill you with joy. 

11 Wise choices will watch over you. Understanding will keep you safe. 

 

The People, Places, and Times 

The Book of Proverbs. Known as a book of wisdom, Proverbs is like a father sitting down with a young son to 

pass on valuable lessons learned after a lifetime of trials and errors. It is a collection of wise sayings primarily 

written by King Solomon referred to as having wisdom that “excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east 

country, and all the wisdom of Egypt” (1 Kings 4:30). Other contributors are Agur (chapter 30) and Lemuel 

(31:1–9). Although somewhat sporadic in its arrangement of topics, the clear purpose and theme of Proverbs are 

provided in the first seven verses: to provide teaching on wisdom, and prepare its readers for living godly lives 

in the fear of the Lord. Life is unpredictable, and at any given moment one may need advice about anything 

from family life to business decisions. Proverbs provides wisdom for these and more, particularly as it pertains 

to one’s relationship with God and others. 

Background 

Proverbs was written in the tenth century BC and included in the Wisdom Literature or Writings section of the 

Old Testament. Solomon wrote most of the proverbs in the book. A few were also written by Agur and Lemuel, 

who are otherwise unknown. However, parts of the book of Proverbs also seem to have been borrowed from 

Egypt (e.g., from the Instruction of Amenemopet). Much of Proverbs’ content is deeply spiritual, though not all. 

Overall, the book declares that wisdom is the task of mastering the art of living and is better than folly. 

A proverb is a short teaching governing conduct and life, often similar to a parable. The reason is that many 

proverbs are condensed parables. Proverbs are spiritual instructions to ensure a godly, happy life here, and 

reward in the life to come. Because proverbs were not generally written, memorization was an effective way of 

teaching and learning. The short, concise phrases that comprise Proverbs lend themselves to the best method to 

reveal and remember a divine truth so that they are easy to pass on to the next generation. 



The theme of the book, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and 

instruction” (1:7), immediately challenges the reader to evaluate which category they fall into. The writer then 

pleads with the reader, called “my son,” to heed the coming instruction (1:8). This plea occurs throughout the 

book as though the writer knows his readers will need to be reminded repeatedly to listen and obey. The rest of 

the chapter and the next set the stage for the remainder of the book with the call of wisdom (1:20–33) and the 

value of wisdom (chapter 2). 

What is a valuable piece of wisdom you have received from your elders? 

 

At-A-Glance 

1. The Pursuit of Wisdom (Proverbs 2:1–5) 

2. The Provider of Wisdom (vv. 6–8) 

3. The Purpose of Wisdom (vv. 9–11) 

 

In Depth 

 
1. The Pursuit of Wisdom (Proverbs 2:1–5) 

 

These first five verses can be viewed as a series of conditions—a list of actions that, if obeyed, will lead to a 

reward. Within these five short verses are eight verbs used to urge the listener to take action: listen, treasure, 

tune your ear, concentrate, cry out, ask, search, and seek. Such active language indicates that the pursuit of 

wisdom is not to be passive but passionate. Wisdom is not attained from desire alone, but because one listens 

intently and purposefully to the wisdom of others. One who desires to be wise asks for insight, crying out with a 

sense of urgency, understanding that wisdom’s value is like that of silver, popular as currency in ancient Israel 

(Genesis 37:28; Matthew 26:15). Wisdom is a treasure, readily recognizable, but not easily or abundantly 

accessible to all. Gaining wisdom is not a simple or static task, but requires constant effort in order to be 

uncovered. The reward for pursuing it is that it leads to one knowing God and understanding what it means to 

revere Him. 

 

Where are some ways to pursue godly wisdom? 

 

2. The Provider of Wisdom (vv. 6–8) 

 

Proverbs 1:7 says that “the fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.” Although wisdom is to be 

actively sought, it must be understood that God is the one who gives godly wisdom. Mere human effort alone 

will not produce the wisdom needed to live a godly life and prevent unnecessary failures and pitfalls. 

Interestingly, God’s involvement in providing wisdom is active as well. He grants abiding success or victory, 

common sense, wisdom, knowledge, and understanding, but also He shields, guards, and protects those who 

follow the path that wisdom laid out that leads to Him. 

 

What is the difference between godly wisdom and other wisdom? 

 

3. The Purpose of Wisdom (vv. 9–11) 

 

One purpose of attaining wisdom is to provide discernment. The closer one grows to the Lord—honoring, 

respecting, and knowing Him—the more wisdom one gains. Wisdom allows a person to understand what is 

right, just, fair, and act accordingly. Knowing what is right, but not doing it, is simply knowledge. In verse 10, 

wisdom entering one’s heart means it is internalized and familiar. Wisdom should become a part of a person’s 

nature—giving insight that is practical and executable. As a result, there is a sense of joy from wisdom and the 

safety that it provides from heeding it, but also because it is birthed out of a relationship with the Lord, the 

source of joy. 



 

Putting it simply, fearing the Lord leads to wisdom and understanding, which leads to one living with integrity, 

justice, and faithfulness, which inevitably leads to growing more in one’s relationship with the Lord, which in 

turn results in more wisdom. The cycle continues, and in the midst of it all, joy is found. 

 

Why is it sometimes difficult to move from simply knowing what is wise to actually doing what is wise? 

 

Search the Scriptures 

1. Why is the listener referred to as “my child” (Proverbs 2:1)? 

2. To what is wisdom compared (v. 4)? What significance lies in those comparisons? 

 

Discuss the Meaning 

1. The overall theme of Proverbs is wisdom; however, it is important to note that the writers are specifically 

talking about godly wisdom. Read the following passages: Proverbs 3:7; 26:12, 16; 28:11. What does God’s 

Word say about those who are wise in their own eyes? 

2. While this passage indicates that wisdom is to be actively pursued, it is important to remember that receiving 

it is a gift from God Read 1 Kings 3:9–13. What can be learned from both Solomon’s request and God’s 

response? 

 

Liberating Lesson 

There is a saying that “Common sense isn’t common.” It accurately applies to wisdom as well. As seen above, 

there are many who mistakenly believe themselves to be “wise in their own eyes.” While it is true that people 

can make good choices on their own, only respect and reverence for the Lord leads to a life characterized by 

godly wisdom. Unfortunately, our society is marked by people, both inside the church and out, making what 

they believe are “wise” choices but are rooted in self-preservation and selfish ambition, the antithesis of 

godliness. Any decisions—from how to care for the homeless in our own communities to immigrants from 

other countries—can be made to seem “wise” from a human perspective. However, this passage makes it 

abundantly clear that godly wisdom leads a person to not only understand what is right, just, and fair but to do 

it. In doing so, preservation of the just becomes the responsibility of the Lord, who is far more capable than any 

human. 

 

Application for Activation  

This week, seek out a more seasoned Christian and spend time in conversation with them. Prepare a few 

questions to ask about their faith and the lessons they have learned in their walk with the Lord, for example, “If 

there is one overall lesson that you could pass on to another, what would it be?” 

 

James 1:5 tells us, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 

upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” What situations you are currently facing that require wisdom from 

God? Have you asked Him? If you have not, why? Identify those areas, seek God, and pray for clarity. As you 

consider options, remember to ask yourself if the course of action would be right, just, and fair, especially if it 

impacts others. 

 

Then, James 1:6 continues, “But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of 

the sea driven with the wind and tossed.” Now confront the temptation to trust in other things as you wait for 

clarity— money, education, friends, family, yourself. What often causes you to “waver” when seeking wisdom 

from God? How is your loyalty divided? 

  

Follow the Spirit 

What God wants me to do: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 



______________________________________ 

 

Remember Your Thoughts 

Special insights I have learned: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

More Light on the Text 

Proverbs 2:1–11 Let’s consider the relationship between a father and his son: the child is totally dependent on 

his father, relying on and trusting the father without any thought of his failing. Think about a child standing on a 

step with the father below. The father reaches out his arms and says, “Come on and jump; I’ll catch you.” The 

child, without hesitation or asking questions, leaps, putting their entire hope in knowing his father will not fail 

to catch them. 

 

In this passage, Solomon is giving instruction to a son as to how to obtain the wisdom of the Lord. He is clear 

and detailed, and he tells the son how to search for wisdom, what to listen for, and what to do with the wisdom 

once he obtains it. 

 

1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 2 So that thou incline 

thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 

 

The father is giving instruction to the son, who is willing to obey. The ways of instruction are clear and precise. 

If the son is willing to listen and follow these instructions, the results are clear. Although the results of receiving 

the father’s words are clear, the full payoff of doing so will not be explained for several verses (v. 5). 

 

The father calls the son not just to hear him, but to “receive” it and “hide” the commandments away inside 

himself. When he does this, the result is that he wants to listen to wisdom and understanding. He will “incline 

[his] ear” and his heart willingly. We must listen to the Word of God very closely, not just hearing with an ear 

but hearing with the heart. The son gives his undivided attention, listening with ear and heart, to the wisdom of 

his father’s instruction. 

 

3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 

 

In searching for knowledge, there must be an urgency and desperation for it. When a baby cries because of 

hunger, it bellows as though nothing else matters, and its only focus is to soothe the hunger pangs. The baby 

can’t be comforted with anything other than the nourishment that food will give. Just as we must do when 

searching for knowledge, we must see the value in knowledge and cry out for it, realizing its worth. The 

piercing cries for the milk may seem extreme to those observing from the outside because the need for the milk 

is coming from a hole, a place of emptiness. Our focus should be just as intense seeking the Lord’s knowledge. 

We shouldn’t be interested in how it appears to others around us, but we should pursue knowledge that will fill 

the void or hole in our souls. 

 

Even as babies, we make our requests known. As children of God, we too are instructed to make our requests 

known before the Lord (Philippians 4:6). We lift our voice for understanding, causing us to ask specifically 

from the Lord. God is the One who can and will grant understanding. We cannot obtain understanding isolated 

from God. We need God to open our eyes to understanding (Psalm 119:18), so we ask Him by lifting our voice 

to Him for understanding. 

 

  



4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 

 

The monetary value and simple beauty of silver have been recognized since antiquity. Here, Solomon is 

explaining that if you search for wisdom, like a person who wants to be rich would search for silver or treasure, 

you will be willing to work and enthusiastically determined to reach your goal. Like silver or hidden treasure, 

wisdom will not be easy to find. Silver must be mined from deep underground; treasure will be hidden away. As 

you search for silver or money, you know when you find what you are looking for, you will be satisfied and 

more than wealthy. 

 

The goal here is to search for wisdom, which is from God, and we find it in His Word. So, we work diligently 

searching the Scriptures (2 Timothy 2:15), not becoming easily distracted or giving up soon, looking for 

wisdom in God’s Word. We set aside structured time to study and consistently pursue the Lord in His Word. 

 

5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. 6 For the LORD 

giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 

 

Here we finally hear the payoff for listening to the father and enjoying our pursuit of wisdom. The result of 

searching for wisdom is finding the knowledge of God. That is, in pursuit of wisdom, we find God. 

 

It is important to know His character and attributes in order to understand the vastness of who He is. We cannot 

contain the knowledge of who God is in His fullness, but we can come to appreciate Him in His holiness. Our 

time and experiences with Him build a more solid relationship with Him as we have evidence of and gain a 

deeper understanding of His absolute trustworthiness. He continues to prove His worthiness over and over. The 

parallel structure of this verse suggests knowledge of the Lord is the same as the fear of the Lord. To know Him 

is to stand in respectful awe of Him. Developing a personal relationship with the Lord is essential to 

understanding the fear of the Lord. 

 

Through Scripture, we find how God wants us to live, to love, and to give. We can only know what God wants 

from us through studying His Word. He teaches us who He is and what He expects from those who love Him, 

His children. Consequently, we gain from Him His attributes and can put into practice His leadership and 

guidance in our lives. 

 

God has wisdom and can distribute it as He chooses. God instructs us to ask Him if we desire wisdom (James 

1:5). God is the one to give knowledge and understanding. Studying and searching the Scriptures outside of the 

Lord is just information. Knowledge and understanding come from God. 

 

7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 8 He keepeth 

the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints. 9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, 

and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path. 

 

The Lord “layeth up” (Heb. tsafan, tsaw-FON, hide) wisdom for those who are righteous. He hides wisdom for 

the righteous, and he also hides the righteous from harm. For those who walk uprightly, the righteous, God is a 

buckler. The word “buckler” (referring to a small shield worn at the waist) here is the Hebrew magen (maw- 

GAIN), which means a shield. It is the same word God used when establishing His covenant with Abraham, 

saying, “I am thy shield” (Genesis 15:1). This helps the reader understand that to walk uprightly is to follow the 

covenant. We must understand: Things will still happen to God’s people; we are not able to escape life 

situations. However, the difference is, God will protect His people. The prophet Isaiah confirms situations may 

arise and things will happen, but this will not be the end of it all (Isaiah 54:17). We have a reason to be 

determined as we walk the path of righteousness. God promised to keep us. He “keepeth” (Heb. natsar, not-

SAR) and “preserveth” (Heb. shamar, shaw-MAR) us because God is love, and that is what love does (1 

Corinthians 13:7). Both verbs mean to watch, guard, and keep. He shows this love to those who show His love, 

his “saints” (Heb. khasid, khaw-SEED), that is “those who show khesed” (Heb. KHEH-sed), divine loving-



kindness. When God keeps our way, we follow only the good paths, those that lead to understanding 

righteousness, justice (Heb. mishpat, meesh- POT; KJV: judgment), and fairness. 

 

10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; 11 Discretion shall 

preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: 

 

Once wisdom truly becomes a part of us, believers think differently, therefore causing us to act differently. 

When wisdom is unmistakably in our hearts and not just in our heads, we can have joy in doing what is right. 

After wisdom enters the heart, righteousness is not enforced but actually pleasant or desirable. Believers want to 

do what is right. Wisdom causes a believer to take joy in pursuing a deeper relationship with the Lord. 

 

joy in doing what is right. After wisdom enters the heart, righteousness is not enforced but actually pleasant or 

desirable. Believers want to do what is right. Wisdom causes a believer to take joy in pursuing a deeper 

relationship with the Lord.As a conclusion, we get again the promise of protection. God and the wisdom He 

ordained to guide the universe will “preserve” and “keep,” just as in verse 8 above. Again, this does not mean 

that nothing tragic will ever happen to the righteous. However, with wisdom in our hearts, we know to use 

caution in dealing and interacting with others. Our love for God as we diligently study His word causes a desire 

to do what is right and consequently steers the believer away from unnecessary, dangerous, and avoidable 

situations. 

 

  



Daily Bible Readings 
 

MONDAY 

Work for the Good of All 

(Galatians 6:1–10) 

 

TUESDAY 

Live Together in Harmony 

(Romans 15:1-6) 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Wisdom is Walking Together in Love 

(2 John 4-11) 

 

THURSDAY 

Joseph Resists Temptation 

(Genesis 39:6-18) 

 

FRIDAY 

Wisdom Saves from Temptation 

(Proverbs 2:12-19) 

 

SATURDAY 

Walk on Just and Good Paths 

(Proverbs 2:20-22; 4:24-27) 

 

SUNDAY 

Following Godly Wisdom Pays 

(Proverbs 2:1-11) 

 


