
The New Covenant’s Sacrifice 

Bible Background • Hebrews 9:11–28 

Printed Text • Hebrews 9:11–22 | Devotional Reading • Psalm 50:1–15 

Aim for Change 

By the end of this lesson, we will: EXPLORE the symbolism of blood in the Old Testament in relation to Jesus’ 

work on the cross; SENSE our moral shortcomings; and REJOICE in the work that Jesus accomplished. 

In Focus 

Sam’s younger brother Dex was graduating from college, and Sam wanted to do something special for him. 

Sam suggested that they take a trip to the Bahamas and agreed to cover the cost to celebrate the momentous 

occasion. Dex was excited about the vacation. A month before the trip, the brothers got into a heated 

disagreement on the phone. Dex’s temper got the best of him and, in his frustration, he said some extremely 

hurtful things to Sam and hung up on him. After a week, Dex calmed down and realized that he had 

overreacted. But by then, Sam had stopped calling Dex. 

Dex wanted to call and apologize but didn’t know where to start. He beat himself up for how he had talked to 

his brother. He thought about how he wouldn’t have bought a flight for Sam if he had talked to him the way he 

had talked to Sam. He came to the conclusion that the trip was not going to happen, but he knew that he wanted 

to repair his relationship with his brother. So, he called Sam, and when Sam picked up, Dex immediately began 

to apologize. After hearing the apology, Sam replied, “So are you still looking forward to the Bahamas?” 

Dex answered in shock, “You accept my apology? You still wanna go?” 

Sam responded, “I know how you are! I forgave you a week ago. Plus, I bought the flight before we even got 

into it! So we better still be going!” 

Have you ever been in a place like Dex, where you were forgiven but were still beating yourself up? 

Keep in Mind 
“In fact, according to the law of Moses, nearly everything was purified with blood. For without the shedding of 

blood, there is no forgiveness” (Hebrews 9:22, NLT). 

 

Words You Should Know 

A. Testament diatheke (Gk.) — Will, covenant. 

B. Inheritance kleronomia (Gk.) — The rights, resources, and property received after the death of a person, or 

given to the next generation. 
 

  



Say It Correctly 
Hyssop. HIS-uhp.  

KJV 

Hebrews 9:11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect 

tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 

12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having 

obtained eternal redemption for us. 

13 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 

purifying of the flesh: 

14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to 

God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the 

transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal 

inheritance. 

16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 

17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth. 

18 Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood. 

19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves 

and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people, 

20 Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you. 

21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. 

22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. 

NIV 

Hebrews 9:11 So Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good things that have come. He has 

entered that greater, more perfect Tabernacle in heaven, which was not made by human hands and is not part of 

this created world. 

12 With his own blood—not the blood of goats and calves—he entered the Most Holy Place once for all time 

and secured our redemption forever. 

13 Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer could cleanse people’s bodies 

from ceremonial impurity. 

14 Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we can 

worship the living God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect 

sacrifice for our sins. 

15 That is why he is the one who mediates a new covenant between God and people, so that all who are called 

can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised them. For Christ died to set them free from the penalty of 

the sins they had committed under that first covenant. 

16 Now when someone leaves a will, it is necessary to prove that the person who made it is dead. 

17 The will goes into effect only after the person’s death. While the person who made it is still alive, the will 

cannot be put into effect. 

18 That is why even the first covenant was put into effect with the blood of an animal. 

19 For after Moses had read each of God’s commandments to all the people, he took the blood of calves and 

goats, along with water, and sprinkled both the book of God’s law and all the people, using hyssop branches and 

scarlet wool. 

20 Then he said, “This blood confirms the covenant God has made with you.” 

21 And in the same way, he sprinkled blood on the Tabernacle and on everything used for worship. 

22 In fact, according to the law of Moses, nearly everything was purified with blood. For without the shedding 

of blood, there is no forgiveness. 



The People, Places, and Times 

High Priest. He was the one in charge of the Temple worship. It was a hereditary position based upon descent 

from Aaron. Normally, the high priest served for life. Only the high priest could enter the Holy of Holies and 

only on the Day of Atonement. 

Book of Hebrews. Because there are references to religious sacrifices and ceremonies, the book of Hebrews 

may have been written after the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in AD 70, although others suggest it was 

written before the destruction. The name of the author is not given, but the person is associated with Timothy 

(Hebrews 13:23). The setting for the book is a period when Jewish Christians underwent severe persecution 

from the Romans and Jews, both socially and physically. It is clear that the author is knowledgeable about the 

Old Testament because there are direct quotations from it as he argues the superiority of Jesus Christ and faith. 

Tradition holds that when Peter was condemned to crucifixion, he requested that his cross be hung upside-down 

because he felt he was unworthy of dying in the same way as his Master. 

Background 

When reading the book of Hebrews, if you find yourself wanting to shout “Preach!” you are right in line with 

the communities that first heard these words. Although not much can be said about the author of Hebrews for 

certain, many scholars assert that the author is a preacher and this book is really a sermon. As you know, a good 

sermon weaves together ancient Scripture, sensitivity to its audience, and contemporary application. We see 

these marks in our focus text as the author knits the following together for his community: Hebrew Bible 

imagery of Tabernacle/Temple worship, the new reality of Christ’s centrality for these early believers, and a 

solution to the community’s most pressing challenge—worshiping after the destruction of the Jerusalem 

Temple. Many of the early Jesus followers were Jewish, and their identities were rooted simultaneously in the 

Temple’s practices and in Jesus as the prophesied Messiah. Both seemed to be foundational for keeping their 

part of the covenant with God, which was most clearly established with Moses through the Torah (law). Part of 

the Torah included offering sacrifices of animals to God, and on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) the high 

priest sprinkled the blood from a special offering on the people and instruments. The blood was used in the 

Temple to cover their sins and their commonness in order to set them apart to God. 

When the Temple was destroyed in AD 70, it left this community and its members pondering who they were 

independently and who they were together. Who were they collectively as their way of understanding worship 

was obsolete? Who were they individually now that the center for atoning for their sins was wiped off of the 

earth? To these questions, the preacher of Hebrews suggests that the community can take their worship to 

another level because believers have access to the heavenly temple through Jesus. Also, the author notes that the 

need for a physical atonement is no longer necessary because Jesus has spiritually provided atonement through 

His own blood as both high priest and offering. Praise God for that! 

At-A-Glance 
1. High Priest: Christ Over Calves (Hebrews 9:11-12) 

2. High Production: Conscience Cleansed (vv. 13-14) 

3. High Price: Covenant Created (vv. 15-22) 

  



In Depth 

1. High Priest: Christ Over Calves (Hebrews 9:11–12) 

 

One of the major distinctions between a high priest and the other priests is that the high priest could offer the 

most solemn sacrifice on the most holy day of the year—the Day of Atonement. On that day, one of the actions 

of the high priest was to sprinkle the blood of an innocent goat in a room that only he could enter once a year. In 

that room, called the Most Holy Place, he took the blood and sprinkled it on the Mercy Seat of the Ark of the 

Covenant, which was where God dwelt in a most special way. The high priest had to perform this ceremony 

every year. The preacher of Hebrews asserts that Christ came as a high priest, but He was qualitatively and 

quantitatively different than other high priests in terms of the caliber, place, and frequency of offering. Jesus 

offered His own blood in the heavenly Most Holy Place (not made with human hands) one time for all times. 

 

2. High Production: Conscience Cleansed (vv. 13-14) 

 

Blood may seem to be a strange cleansing agent. In the ancient world, blood was the detergent that eliminated 

the stains and defilement that separated people from God. The separation was strongly linked to actions that led 

to ritual impurity, which was significant because ritual impurity prevented people from being able to participate 

in Temple worship. The actions demanded physical purification by applying innocent blood. The preacher of 

Hebrews does not discredit that logic; instead, the preacher offers a comparison. 

 

If physically offering the blood of innocent animals can purify flesh, one can only imagine what spiritually 

offering the blood of the unblemished Christ produces! It does not only remove the external wall that ritually 

separates people from God, but it eliminates the internal guilt that often creates a barrier for worshiping God. 

The blood of dead animals offered by mortal priests made temporary effects, but the blood of the living Christ 

offered through the eternal Spirit produces eternal redemption. 

 

3. High Price: Covenant Created (vv. 15–22) 

 

The preacher of Hebrews compares the covenant to a will in two significant ways. The first is that they both are 

inaugurated by death. This is especially true in regards to making covenants. The idiom for making covenants in 

Hebrew is “to cut a covenant,” which refers to slaughtering animals to represent the seriousness of the 

commitment. The second significant comparison is that both wills and covenants link the finality of death with 

the opening up of new possibilities for living. Often the death of the testator or person leaving the will leads to 

inheritances, which potentially lead to lifestyle changes for the survivors. Similarly, Jesus’ sacrifice for the 

covenant ushers in new relationships with the divine for believers. The blood of the covenant is powerful. It 

grants the believer forgiveness and release from bondage to dead works (sins) in the past. It also demands that 

released believers now use their new liberty to follow the path of the one who gave His life. 

 

Search the Scriptures 
1. How does the use of the word “blood” throughout this passage give us a glimpse into what the preacher of 

Hebrews means by “redemption” and “covenant” (Hebrews 9:12, 14, 18–22)? 

2. How do you understand Jesus to be both high priest and offering (Hebrews 9:11–14)? 

 

Discuss the Meaning 
1. How does imagery from the Day of Atonement ceremony in the Hebrew Bible help you to understand how 

you are forgiven under the new covenant? 

2. How does the new covenant demand that you follow Christ’s model of self-giving? What does being forgiven 

demand of you? 

 



Liberating Lesson 
The past is gone. The decision was confirmed. The mistake was made. There is no need to continue to wallow 

in what could have been. The new covenant demands we acknowledge that outside of Christ, there is no 

sacrifice for our sins, errors, and failings. Allow the blood of Christ to be sprinkled on your conscience. Its 

eternal impact is not fazed by the problems of your yesterday but is gazing excitedly at your tomorrow. There is 

a release (remission) because of the blood. 

 

This message is not only focused on individuals but also on communities. Communities may feel that they are 

in chaos like the first readers of Hebrews did. Church communities are dying; the political climate seems more 

unstable than ever before; the lives of Black and Brown boys and girls are undervalued. It may feel as though 

we have no way forward. But in the same way there is release for individuals, there is a way forward for our 

families, communities, and nations. We must accept the atoning power of the blood, and allow it to sanctify us, 

making us into forward-looking agents of God’s vision for the world—willing to give up our lives as Jesus gave 

up His. 

 

Application for Activation  
As you think about the offering of Jesus’ blood as an agent that both atones for forgiveness and sanctifies for 

service, consider the following: 

 

1.Where do I struggle to accept Christ’s forgiveness? What is keeping me from accepting the blood applied to 

my guilty conscience? Try thinking of this issue while rubbing your hands under water and feel the guilt wash 

away. 

2. Where can I follow Jesus’ example of giving Himself and extend forgiveness to someone today?. 

 

Follow the Spirit 
What God wants me to do: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

 

Remember Your Thoughts 
Special insights I have learned: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

  



More Light on the Text 

Hebrews 9:11–22 

 

The ceremonial proceedings of the Levitical system were unable to clear the worshiper’s conscience (Hebrews 

9:1–10), the writer of Hebrews explains. He shows that Christ’s sacrifice of Himself is far superior to that of 

animal sacrifices. The ordinances of the old covenant served a provisional purpose until the inauguration of the 

new covenant, but they could not facilitate intimacy with God. 

 

Worship under the Levitical system focused on ceremonial purity and did little to reconcile people’s hearts to 

God and enhance moral purity. Sacrifices were ultimately unacceptable to God because we are all tainted by 

sin. This description of worship under the old covenant of the Levitical priesthood highlights by contrast the 

“good things” that accompany worship under the new covenant and Christ’s priesthood. 

 

Christ’s sacrifice of Himself for our sin accomplished what the sacrifices of the old covenant could not. Because 

of Christ’s sacrifice for our sins, we can have our consciences cleansed from guilt. Indeed, Jesus is the only one 

who could pay the penalty for our sins. Therefore, He—and He alone—qualifies as our Redeemer! 

 
11 

But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, 

not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 

 

Since this text was written long after the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, the Greek phrase genomenon 

agathon (gen-o-MEN-ohn ah-gah-THOHN, here translated “good things to come”) is the present tense and 

should probably be translated “the good things that are already here” as in the NLT. Although the author does 

not identify what these good things are, it is reasonable to conclude that this is a reference to the current and 

future blessings Christ affords those who by faith accept His saving grace. By referring to “a greater and more 

perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building,” the writer seeks to convey the 

heavenly and eternal nature of Christ’s redeeming work and compares it to the earthly nature of ceremonial 

proceedings that took place in the Temple built by human hands. The Tabernacle of Moses was built with 

earthly and corruptible materials. The more perfect tabernacle that Christ’s saving work creates within the 

hearts of the redeemed (Revelation 21:3) is heavenly, “incorruptible, and undefiled, and… fadeth not away” (1 

Peter 1:4). This was accomplished not by the continuous flow of goats’ and calves’ blood, but by the once-and-

for-all-time shedding of the blood of Christ, which was far superior to earthly sacrifices. 

 
12

 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, 

having obtained eternal redemption for us. 

 

Every time the high priest went into the Holy of Holies, he took the blood of goats and calves with him 

(Hebrews 9:7) to sprinkle on the Ark. The goats’ blood symbolized the cleansing of the people and calves’ 

blood symbolized the cleansing of the priests (Leviticus 16:15-17). In radical contrast to this annual ritual 

performed by the high priest, Christ “obtained eternal redemption for us” by entering “once into the holy place.” 

When the high priest entered the Holy of Holies, it was believed that he had entered into the presence of God. 

The Holy of Holies, however, was built by human hands, as was the Ark upon which the blood of animals was 

sprinkled by imperfect priests. 

 

In contrast to the priest, Christ did not enter the same Holy of Holies; rather, He who knew no sin entered the 

true sanctuary above—the heavenly sanctuary—and offered up His own blood in the very presence of God in 

heaven (Hebrews 8:1; see also Hebrews 9:24). 

 

  

 



13
 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to 

the purifying of the flesh: 
14 

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

 

Verses 13–14 form one rhetorical question. The implied answer highlights the superiority of Christ’s sacrifice 

over the sacrifices of animals. The inadequacy of animal sacrifices under the old covenant to “purge [the] 

conscience from dead works to serve the living God” has been established. The blood of Christ (i.e., Christ’s 

death) is far more efficacious than “the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer.” 

 

Here the writer reaffirms the point that while animal sacrifices may have given worshipers the feeling of 

external cleansing, only the blood of Christ can purge our consciences and liberate us from the internal guilt of 

sin. God’s holy character demanded a perfect sacrifice in order to achieve reconciliation for us. 

 

The Spirit works in and with Christ, making sure our redemption is secure and we through faith in Christ are set 

free “to serve the living God.” Christ is our Redeemer! 

 
15 

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption 

of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise 

of eternal inheritance. 

 

The writer goes on to amplify what Christ’s death achieved. Central to the writer’s explanation is the use of the 

Greek word kleronomia (klay-roh-noh-MEE-ah), or “inheritance.” Generally speaking, an inheritance is 

received through the will or testament of someone who died. Christ died and bequeathed redemption to us and 

to all those who believe in Him. Because Christ’s death achieved what the old covenant could not achieve, He is 

the mediator of “the new testament” (i.e., the new covenant), which surpasses the old covenant. 

 
16 

For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 
17

 For a testament is 

of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth. 

 

There is a word play in the Greek; the word diatheke (dee-ah-THAY-kay) means both covenant and will. Verse 

16 affirms the fact that a testament or a will is activated only after the death of the person who made the will. 

Verse 17 repeats the point that without the death of the testator or person who makes the will, the will has no 

force. In essence, this is the writer’s way of illustrating the necessity of Christ’s death. The inheritance 

referenced in verse 15 could not have been given and received by us apart from the death of Christ. Christ had 

to die in order for the new covenant to be put in force. Just as a will becomes valid after the testator’s death, so 

our eternal inheritance could only be received after the death of Christ. 

 
18 

Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood. 

 

Having argued that death must occur in order for a will to be put in force, the writer now argues the same point 

from the perspective of the Law. Under the Law, blood had to be shed for sin to be forgiven. The writer reasons 

that just as a death was required under the old covenant, so also was a death required under the new covenant. 

This point will be reiterated in Hebrews 9:22: “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and 

without shedding of blood is no remission.” 

 
19 

For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of 

calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the 

people, 
20 

Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you. 
21 

Moreover he 

sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. 
22

 And almost all things are 

by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. 

 



Verses 19–22 use an allusion to Leviticus 8-9—when Moses and Aaron begin the practice of offerings at the 

Tabernacle according to the Lord’s command—to advance the point that it is through shedding of blood that 

sins are forgiven. Through the establishment of the Law of God with Israel, there was a system of sacrifices that 

kept people in right relationship with God’s presence at the Tabernacle. However the writer of Hebrews is 

reminding his audience that those sacrifices and that bloodshed could only provide temporary relief to the 

problem of sin. The shed blood of Jesus Christ brought in a new covenant that fulfills the old covenant and also 

provides permanent forgiveness of sin and cleanses us. 

 

In Leviticus 14:6 the priest is instructed to perform similar actions with the hyssop and scarlet yarn dipped in 

bird’s blood to purify someone who suffers from leprosy. Verse 19 also holds an allusion to Jesus’ death on the 

Cross; Jesus shed His blood and when the Roman soldier pierced His side water flowed out (John 19:34). Verse 

21 is again an affirmation that everything used for serving God in the Tabernacle according to the old covenant 

was purified for use by sprinkling blood on it. 

 

Leviticus 17 has an extended explanation of how blood is life, and elaborates that any bloodshed belongs to 

God and if blood is shed without offering to God, there is penalty. Leviticus 17:11 is really the hinge Scripture 

of the point that the author of Hebrews is making. It states: “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have 

given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement 

for the soul.” Indeed Jesus Christ’s blood is the ultimate blood given in exchange for our souls that purifies us 

and makes atonement for our sin. 

   



Daily Bible Readings 

MONDAY 

The People Promise to Obey 

(Exodus 24:3–8) 

 

TUESDAY 

Aaron Performs the Atoning Sin Sacrifice 

(Leviticus 16:11–19) 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Redeemed and Purified 

(Titus 2:11–15) 

 

THURSDAY 

Entering the Sanctuary by Jesus’ Blood 

(Hebrews 10:19–25) 

 

FRIDAY 

The Time Has Come 

(Hebrews 9:1–10) 

 

SATURDAY 

Christ, the Final Sacrifice for Sin 

(Hebrews 9:23–28) 

 

SUNDAY 

Christ, Mediator of the New Covenant 

(Hebrews 9:11–22) 
 


