
God’s Justice 

August 5 • Bible Study Guide 10 

Bible Background • Romans 2:1–16 

Printed Text • Romans 2:1–12 | Devotional Reading • Psalm 32 

Aim for Change 

By the end of this lesson we will EXPLORE Paul’s convictions regarding living generous and just lives before 

God in community; ASPIRE to refrain from judgmental attitudes that only serve to condemn us; and 

PRACTICE repentance that leads to new life in Christ. 

In Focus 

Mike admired his new car. He housed it safely in his parents’ garage. Over the summer, he had worked long 

hours to save money to purchase his used but beautiful Ford Mustang. His younger brother, Josh, would 

frequently hint around to Mike that he wanted to take the car for a joyride. Mike insisted the car was not to be 

moved or driven by his younger brother. 

One evening, Mike accidentally left the garage door unlocked and a kid from down the street walked in and 

stole his car. The next morning, Mike noticed the car was missing and accused Josh of stealing his car. Josh 

repeatedly denied having anything to do with Mike’s missing car; nonetheless, after their parents called the 

police to report the car missing, Josh was unfairly punished. No matter how much he tried to defend himself, he 

definitely seemed to be guilty. 

Two weeks later, the police came to the house and reported that the car had been confiscated. The perpetrator 

who stole the car had been arrested and was in police custody. Mike and his parents realized they had accused 

Josh unjustly and apologized. Josh’s feelings were hurt; however, he forgave them. 

God’s justice is always fair and He is no respecter of persons. In this lesson, we will look at the ways God 

judges people. Have you ever judged someone wrongly based on your own human perception? 

Keep in Mind 

“But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: For 

there is no respect of persons with God” (Romans 2:10–11). 

Words You Should Know 

A. Longsuffering (Romans 2:4) makrothumia (Gk.)—A Christian virtue of patience; a fruit of the Spirit that 

manifests in Christian behavior and character. 

B. Wrath (v. 5) orge (Gk.)—Strong anger or indignation. 

Say It Correctly 
Inexcusable. in-eks-CYOO-su-bul. 

Impenitent. im-PI-ni-tint. 

KJV 

Romans 2:1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest 

another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things. 

3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt 
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escape the judgment of God? 

4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the 

goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and 

revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 

6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 

7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: 

8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and 

wrath, 

9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; 

10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: 

11 For there is no respect of persons with God. 

12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law 

shall be judged by the law. 

NLT 

Romans 2:1 You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and you have no excuse! 

When you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are condemning yourself, for you who judge others 

do these very same things. 

2 And we know that God, in his justice, will punish anyone who does such things. 

3 Since you judge others for doing these things, why do you think you can avoid God’s judgment when you do 

the same things? 

4 Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? 

Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin? 

5 But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up terrible punishment for 

yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. 

6 He will judge everyone according to what they have done. 

7 He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking after the glory and honor and immortality 

that God offers. 

8 But he will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and 

instead live lives of wickedness. 

9 There will be trouble and calamity for everyone who keeps on doing what is evil—for the Jew first and also 

for the Gentile. 

10 But there will be glory and honor and peace from God for all who do good—for the Jew first and also for the 

Gentile. 

11 For God does not show favoritism. 

12 When the Gentiles sin, they will be destroyed, even though they never had God’s written law. And the Jews, 

who do have God’s law, will be judged by that law when they fail to obey it. 

The People, Places, and Times 

Gentile. This name is given to any ethnic group other than the Jewish race. The Jews looked down upon other 

races as barbarous and unclean. In the Old Testament, Jews referred to themselves as “God’s chosen people” or 

“God’s elect.” In the New Testament, salvation is offered to Jews and Gentiles alike. 

The Law. The Law is also referred to as the Law of Moses. It is the authoritative rule of conduct spelled out in 

the Ten Commandments and the Pentateuch (the books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 

Deuteronomy). The Lord revealed this code to Moses on Mt. Sinai (Deuteronomy 5:1–2). While many of the 

regulations are ceremonial and procedural in nature, the moral law embodied in the Law of Moses is eternal, 
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unchangeable (Romans 7:7–12), and fulfilled through Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:17–18). 

Have you seen rules that are too harsh? 

Background 

The Apostle Paul is writing to the church in Rome. The congregation consists of Jewish and Gentile believers. 

Paul and the other apostles had heard of the church in Rome but never been there. It is believed that Jewish 

believers who were present on the Day of Pentecost established the church. These believers were among the 

3,000 who were added to the church and took the Gospel to Rome. Paul’s comment in his letter shows evidence 

that the Gospel had gone out to the Gentiles and that their presence was visible in the Roman church (Romans 

1:13–15). During New Testament times, Rome was the capital of the Roman Empire. It was a cultural center, 

experiencing prosperity along with literary and artistic advancement. Yet, it was surrounded by moral decay. 

Roman citizens worshiped idols and practiced acts of perversion. In the prior chapter (Romans 1:18–32), Paul 

goes into great detail describing the depth of man’s depravity and the evil acts committed against God; these 

acts included violence, greed, envy, murder, strife, malice, arrogance, boastfulness, disobedience, and every 

form of ungodly behavior imaginable to man. Because of man’s wretched condition and his refusal to 

acknowledge and obey God’s commandments, God gave man over to his corrupt thinking and ways. Paul goes 

on to say in Romans 2:1–16 that Jews or Christian believers are in no position to judge others. He explains how 

God’s long-suffering is purposeful, allowing plenty of time for human repentance and giving mankind time to 

draw closer to God. Nevertheless, humanity tends to take God’s grace for granted. In his letter, Paul makes a 

strong case for repentance by unfolding the consequences of sin and the inevitable destruction of those who 

continue to do evil. 

In this lesson, we will learn why God’s punishment for sin is just, impartial, and inevitable. 

How have you experienced mercy? 

At-A-Glance 

1. God’s Judgment is Just (Romans 2:1–4) 

2. God’s Judgment is Impartial (vv. 5–12) 

In Depth 

1. God’s Judgment is Just (Romans 2:1–4) 
Paul explains why believers are guilty and sternly cautions the believer. He warns us to be careful how we judge 

others, especially when we become angry at someone else’s sin, because the sin that we recognize in the lives of 

others may be the same sin at work in our own lives. For example, people who gossip have a tendency to 

become extremely irritated when others talk behind their backs, and individuals who are self-promoting tend to 

be very critical of others who seek the spotlight. God’s Word reveals to us the necessity of examining our own 

behavior, not against the conduct of others, but against the Word of God—adjusting our lifestyles so that they 

line up with His perfect will. 

Paul is not suggesting that everyone who judges the sinner is actively involved in the same sin. What Paul is 

saying is that those who point an accusatory finger—for instance, at the adulterer—might be involved in a 

similar sin, but one deemed more “socially acceptable.” For example, one might cruise the Internet for 

pornographic material, watch X-rated movies in the privacy of their own home, or read books or watch sitcoms 

with sexually explicit stories centered around adultery. The point here is that sin is sin, and the Bible tells us 

that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully “has committed adultery with her in his heart already” (Matthew 

5:28). Sin begins in our minds and hearts. It is important to bathe our minds on a daily basis with the Word of 

God. What we see, think, and meditate on will eventually become visible through our actions. God’s Word must 

transform us, cleansing our hearts and minds of all impurities. 

Have you seen examples of people judging private sin as less offensive than public sin? 
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2. God’s Judgment is Impartial (vv. 5–12) 
When we purposely continue to sin against God, we are storing up wrath against ourselves (v. 5). A believer can 

store up wrath by possessing an unrepentant and hardened heart. A hardened heart can be filled with 

unforgiveness, envy, jealousy, anger, bitterness, and other sinful attitudes. These hindrances make it difficult for 

God’s Word to grow and mature in our hearts. As we pray and meditate on God’s Word, our hearts can be 

restored. When we ask God to forgive us, His redemptive Word heals our brokenness and restores our hearts to 

a purified condition. God’s will is that we serve Him with a clean heart, which allows us to rest in knowing we 

have security in Him, and allows us to see and treat others the way He intended us to. 

God will give to each person what they deserve based on how they live, including their attitudes (v. 6). He will 

grant immortality, blessings, and eternal life to every believer who continues to serve the Lord and do His will 

(vv. 7, 10). We all stand guilty before God. Paul’s letter gives us a clear indication of the importance of godly 

obedience. Tribulation, anger, and wrath are the future reality for those who insist on living selfish, disobedient 

lives (vv. 8–9). God makes no distinction between Jew and Gentile; all are subject to His penetrating eye. Every 

human being will be judged accordingly. God is fair and accurate in His assessment of human behavior (vv. 11–

12). 

How does knowing we have all sinned help us to stay humble and seek God? 

Search the Scriptures 
1. What will be the reward for those who are contentious and unrighteous (Romans 2:8–9)? 

2. What is meant by, “For there is no respect of persons with God” (v. 11)? 

Discuss the Meaning 
1. The Bible says that God will judge man’s secrets (v. 16). What does this tell us about the things we try to 

keep secret from God? 

2. Explain in your own words what the following Scripture means to you: “[God] will render to every man 

according to his deeds” (Romans 2:6). 

Lesson in Our Society 
The death of Michael Brown Jr. in Ferguson, Missouri at the hands of a law enforcement officer became a 

catalyst for public protest around the country in the weeks following. In the immediate aftermath, there was 

division about what actually happened, who was to blame, and how to respond. 

Did you rush to judgment? Whom did you blame? How did you view this horrendous incident? Did you judge 

the victim? The perpetrators? How did you feel about God when it happened? And why do you think God 

allows things like this to happen in our society? 

Make It Happen 
• Write a list of those you might judge based on personal bias or prejudice. Pray for God to change your heart. 

• Take an Implicit Bias test here: https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html 

• Write in your journal the ways you see God’s justice working out in the world. 

Follow the Spirit 
What God wants me to do: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Remember Your Thoughts 
Special insights I have learned: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 
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More Light on the Text 

Romans 2:1–12 

1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest 

another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 
How easy it is to fall into the habit of judging others, yet Paul calls it “inexcusable” (Gk. anapologetos, an-ah-

po-LO-gay-toce), which means one cannot give an adequate defense. We live in a society that encourages 

competition, and this reality makes it easy for people to develop the habit of judging others. God is perfectly 

holy and wants us to understand that all human beings are flawed and damaged because of sin. For that reason, 

we should not judge anyone without subjecting ourselves to the same standard. To do so only causes us to 

condemn ourselves, because even if we don’t commit the same sin as someone else, we still are guilty of our 

own sin and God will hold us accountable. 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things. 

3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou 

shalt escape the judgment of God? 
This Scripture passage should cause each one of us to pause and consider the things we permit ourselves to 

embrace. Unlike sinful human beings, there is no falsehood in God. He is the very essence of truth (see Titus 

1:2, John 14:6). Therefore, we should not expect Him to see our actions and activities in the same fashion as we 

do. God formed us; He knows every part of us—our desires, our intentions, even the thoughts that motivate us. 

None of us can deceive Him, nor should we expect to avoid standing before Him in judgment. 

4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the 

goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up 

unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God. 
Our desire to live for ourselves and satisfy our sinful nature results in our rejecting God’s kindness toward us. 

We seem to hold His good qualities in contempt and “despise” them (Gk. kataphroneo, ka-ta-fro-NEH-oh). 

This word has the sense of thinking of something as little or looking down on it. We don’t want to believe that 

God is good and that He loves us despite the fact that we don’t know how to love ourselves most of the time. 

God doesn’t desire to be angry with us; that’s why He is long-suffering. 

6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 
There does come a point when God will accept a person’s rejection and deal with them in righteous judgment. 

Each person will stand before God to review the life he or she lived. When the examination of his or her life is 

ended, He judges the motives of our hearts in giving and well-doing. The person who has rejected God’s saving 

grace will understand that he or she never came close to meeting the standard that would please Him. It is 

impossible for any human to do so without Christ. 

7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal 

life: 8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 

indignation and wrath. 
God rewards those godly attributes that He has established in those He loves. These rewards include glory, 

honor, and eternal life. It is not possible for a person to earn these things; our sin nature ensures that we will 

always fall short of God’s standard. Rather, these rewards are gifts from God given in recognition of the 

changes occurring in one’s life. By the same token, those individuals who are contentious (Gk. eritheia, eh-re-

THAY-ah) and do not obey God will receive His wrath and indignation. This word for contentiousness is used 

in earlier Greek sources to refer to people who pursue political office by unfair means and for selfish reasons. In 

its use here, the ideas of unfairness and selfishness continue to be vices in the Christian church, as is partisan 

jockeying for position in the church (though Paul might not have that in mind here). 

9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the 

Gentile; 10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%202.1%E2%80%9312
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%201.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%201.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.6


the Gentile: 
It has been suggested that with great privilege comes great responsibility. The Jews are a living example of 

what happens when people, even those specially chosen and set apart by God, fail to live up to their God-given 

privileges. The Jewish nation’s rejection of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, as their Messiah resulted in God’s rejection 

of them as His corporate people. Now, the privilege of being God’s chosen people is offered to all of humanity. 

However, each of us must respond by either accepting God’s offer and allowing the Holy Spirit to guide us into 

good works, or rejecting it and incurring God’s great anger. 

11 For there is no respect of persons with God. 12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also 

perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law. 
God does not “respect” (Gk. prosopolepsia, pro-so-po-lape-SEE-ah), or favor, one person or nation above 

another. We are all the same in His eyes. Because we are all the same, we can expect that His judgments will be 

fair and impartial. God shows no concern for the outward appearance or circumstances when considering the 

deeds of human beings. Instead, God’s grace prevails when He considers the sins of man. 

The Mosaic Law was given to the Jews by Moses. In verse 12, Paul is saying that the Gentiles who sin will 

perish, but the Law of Moses will not be used as a standard of judgment against them. However, the Jews, who 

were given the law, will be judged by the law. 

  



Daily Bible Readings 

MONDAY 
The Power of the Gospel 

(Romans 1:16–17) 

TUESDAY 
Bear Fruit of Repentance 

(Luke 3:7–14) 

 

WEDNESDAY 
Genuine Christian Behavior 

(Romans 12:14–21) 

 

THURSDAY 
Gentiles Experience Repentance 

(Acts 11:15–18) 

 

FRIDAY 
Paul’s Joy at Corinthians’ Repentance 

(2 Corinthians 7:9–11) 

 

SATURDAY 
Doers of the Law are Justified 

(Romans 2:12–16) 

 

SUNDAY 
God’s Righteous, Impartial Judgment 

(Romans 2:1–12) 
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