
Reaping God’s Justice 

June 24 • Bible Study Guide 4 

Bible Background • LUKE 16:19–31; JOHN 5:24–30 

Printed Text • LUKE 16:19–31 | Devotional Reading • LUKE 6:20–26 

Aim for Change 

By the end of this lesson we will: UNDERSTAND what the parable of the rich man and Lazarus teaches about 

God’s definition of justice; SENSE how this passage challenges simplistic understandings of who is or is not 

included in God’s kingdom; and IDENTIFY with the most vulnerable members of society in order to minister 

to them in Jesus’ name. 

In Focus 

Jay has lived a very privileged life. His family always took pride in sponsoring events to help the less fortunate, 

but at the dinner table, he often heard both his grandfather and father say that people in poverty live that way 

because they are lazy and worthless. His family felt that life would be better off if those people were hidden 

away somewhere. Jay secretly agreed and felt a sense of arrogance and pride that his family was not in that 

position. They weren’t loafing off of others, but had made their money by working hard. He planned to continue 

that legacy. 

Then one day while walking downtown, Jay ran into Clarence, a former corporate attorney for a major energy 

company. Having achieved his dream, Clarence had thought he had it all—until disaster struck. On his watch, 

the company came under a major federal investigation, which cost him his career. Clarence lost everything and 

was homeless, living on the street. 

Jay knew Clarence through his father, so when Jay saw him, he was in shock. After exchanging some 

pleasantries, Jay asked what happened to him. All Clarence could muster up was, “One bad decision and I lost 

everything.” Jay slipped some money into Clarence’s pocket as well as his business card. Jay was totally shaken 

when he left Clarence. 

The rich and poor will both be judged by God. What kind of perceptions do most people have about those who 

are rich and those who are poor? 

Keep in Mind 

“But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus 

evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented”  (Luke 16:25). 

Words You Should Know 

A. Rich (Luke 16:19) plousios (Gk.)—Wealthy, abounding with. 

B. Beggar (v. 20) ptochos (Gk.)—Poor and helpless; one who in his abjectness needs lifting. 

Say It Correctly 
Sumptuously. SUMP-choo-us-lee. 

Receivedst. re-SEE-vidst. 
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KJV 

Luke 16:19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 

every day: 

20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 

21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came and 

licked his sores. 

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man 

also died, and was buried; 

23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 

24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his 

finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 

25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus 

evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence 

to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 

27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house: 

28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 

29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 

30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 

31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one 

rose from the dead. 

NLT 

Luke 16:19 Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed in purple and fine linen and 

who lived each day in luxury. 

20 At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. 

21 As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and lick his open 

sores. 

22 Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The 

rich man also died and was buried, 

23 and he went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at 

his side. 

24 The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger 

in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’ 

25 But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and 

Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish. 

26 And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can 

cross over to us from there.’ 

27 Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at least send him to my father’s home. 

28 For I have five brothers, and I want him to warn them so they don’t end up in this place of torment.’ 

29 But Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned them. Your brothers can read what they wrote.’ 

30 The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is sent to them from the dead, then they will 

repent of their sins and turn to God.’ 

31 But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they won’t be persuaded even if someone 

rises from the dead.’” 
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The People, Places, and Times 

Hades. Also known as Sheol or “place of the dead” in the Old Testament, it is believed to be the region of 

departed spirits for those who died. Its translated meaning denotes the underworld and was believed to be the 

immediate state between death and resurrection. In Jesus’ parable, it is an impassible gulf or chasm that 

separates the lost from the righteous. 

Abraham’s Bosom. Believed to be the compartment of Hades for those who died in right standing with God 

due to their faith and obedience to the Law. In the Talmud, a collection of rabbinic commentary of the Hebrew 

Scripture, it is mentioned as the place where the soul rests after death. It is a place of privilege for Abraham’s 

righteous children. 

How can you discern whether someone is poor because of their own choices or because of oppression? 

Background 

The book of Luke features more parables than any of the other Gospels. Jesus used these illustrations to convey 

key principles of kingdom living. Early on in Luke 16, Jesus told the parable of the dishonest manager to make 

the point that to be true kingdom believers, we cannot serve both God and wealth (v. 13). After hearing this 

parable, the Pharisees—because of their own power and wealth—ridiculed Jesus in an attempt to discredit Him. 

In response, He told the Pharisees that they were good at appearing righteous, but their hearts were not. In their 

minds, their great wealth showed that they were blessed by God, but Jesus pointed out that they were only 

wealthy through dishonest gain. Jesus declared that the kingdom of God runs counter to the dominant culture. 

The Pharisees relished their wealth and power, but Jesus warned them that they fell short of God’s standards. 

He further bruised their egos by letting them know that God reads the heart, so it was useless to justify 

themselves based on their works (v. 15). 

What do you think is the reason for the widespread association with riches and righteousness in our church 

culture? 

At-A-Glance 

1. A Picture of Life (Luke 16:19–21) 

2. A Picture of the Afterlife (vv. 22–26) 

3. A Picture of a Final Plea (vv. 27–31) 

In Depth 

1. A Picture of Life (Luke 16:19–21) 
In opening this parable, Jesus gave a vivid contrast between the rich man and Lazarus, a poor beggar. He didn’t 

give the rich man a name but gave great detail about his way of life. The rich man was dressed in purple and 

fine linen, showing his outward wealth and his ability to afford the best. He also noted that the rich man didn’t 

just eat well, but that he “fared sumptuously every day,” a signal to the listener that this man did not eat to live 

but lived to eat. In this context, the ability to buy and enjoy rich foods was a symbol of wealth and abundance. 

Jesus sought to drive home the stark contrast between the beggar and the rich man as He spoke to an audience 

who could relate to each character—they had seen plenty of very wealthy people and plenty of poor and 

destitute people. 

Next, Jesus introduced Lazarus, a home- less beggar who stayed at the gate. As a part of the lowest social caste, 

he relied on the mercy and kindness of others to even receive crumbs to eat. Unlike the rich man, his existence 

was truly survival mode. He was unhealthy and malnourished; his clothes were tattered and worn; he lived in 

constant pain from sores that covered his body. Because he was an outcast, the only touch he experienced was 

from the dogs that would lick his wounds. Lazarus lived in a constant state of need. Jesus took great time and 

care to set up this story to communicate a message that is consistent with God’s love and care for the poor and 
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His disdain for those who would mistreat them. God commands His people to be a blessing to those in need and 

to show the same compassion He has shown. Their abundance was never meant to be hoarded, but to be given 

freely so that no one would be in lack. 

What prohibits people from sharing their abundance with others? 

2. A Picture of the Afterlife (vv. 22–26) 
In this parable, both Lazarus and the rich man died. Jesus then gave a glimpse of the afterlife. Some scholars 

argue whether Jesus meant to give a portrait of the afterlife or was simply telling a story, but He convincingly 

made the point that the soul exists after death. Lazarus died and was carried away by angels to Abraham’s 

bosom, which, according to Jewish tradition, was the place of rest for those who died in the faith of Abraham. 

According to early rabbis, Abraham’s bosom was believed to be “paradise.” 

While Lazarus was carried away by angels, Jesus let the listeners know that the rich man was buried and went 

to hell. To add insult to injury, the rich man looked up and could see Lazarus in heaven. While the rich man was 

in torment, the very man he had scoffed and ignored on earth was now in comfort at Abraham’s side. Thinking 

he could use his influence as a descendant of Abraham, the rich man sought to draw upon his lineage to receive 

mercy. In his continued arrogance, the rich man pleaded with Abraham to allow Lazarus to serve him by 

providing relief from his agony. Now the roles had been reversed: Lazarus was in comfort and the rich man was 

in agony. Abraham spoke to the rich man, noting that a gulf or chasm separated them and no one could pass 

between. 

What causes people to seek their paradise in this life? 

3. A Picture of a Final Plea (vv. 27–31) 
Jesus closed out this parable with the rich man making a final appeal to Abraham on behalf of those he left 

behind. The rich man asked for Lazarus to be sent back among the living to warn his brothers of the torment to 

come if they do not make things right (i.e., repent). However, Abraham responded that the rich man’s brothers 

should listen to Moses and the prophets, who already gave warnings and calls to repentance. The rich man 

continued to plead with Abraham, saying that someone coming from the grave who had experienced the 

afterlife would be more believable. But his request was denied. Abraham responded: “If they hear not Moses 

and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead” (from v. 31). 

Do you think it’s hard for rich people to listen to words of discipline? Why or why not? 

Search the Scriptures 
1. Where did Lazarus and the rich man go when they died? What was different about their passing (Luke 16:22–

23)? 

2. Why did the rich man decide to appeal to Abraham (vv. 27–28)? 

Discuss the Meaning 
1. What does this parable say about how we should view our lives and the value we place on the things we have 

on this side of eternity? 

2. How should we view those who are poor and in need? How can we also help the rich who may be poor in 

spirit? 

 

Lesson in Our Society 
Even in our churches, we often measure people by what they do, what they have, and whom they know rather 

than their display of Christ-like character. This is not the way of the kingdom. We live in a self-centered, 

entertainment-driven, overstimulated world where we are raising a generation of young people who have no 

regard for the sacrifices made to enjoy the freedoms we have today. In striving for a better life, we have 

forgotten that in our struggle as African Americans, we banded together as a people and that this is the very 

foundation of our dignity—the heart of compassion to look at each other as brother and sister. 

Today’s lesson reminds us that God does not want us to shut our eyes, close our ears, and cover our mouths 

when we see social injustices. We have a mandate from our Lord to care for the poor, the disenfranchised, and 

the marginalized. In the end, God will see to it that those who honor the poor honor Him and will be richly 

rewarded. 
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How can you cultivate a compassionate Christlike attitude toward the less fortunate? 

Make It Happen 

• Fast one meal a day as a way to show solidarity with the poor. 

• Consider the ways you can include those who are less fortunate in your church. 

• Make a list of the people you believe are included and excluded from God’s kingdom. 

Follow the Spirit 

What God wants me to do: 
______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Remember Your Thoughts 
Special insights I have learned: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

More Light on the Text 

Luke 16:19–31 

19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 

every day. 
Purple was a royal color in Jesus’ time, such as the purple “kingly” robe mockingly tossed around His bleeding 

body to match his “crown” of thorns (John 19:2, 5). “Fine linen” refers to high-quality undergarments made in 

Egypt. The Greek word for “fared” (euphraino, ew-FRI-no) is elsewhere translated “made merry” and 

“rejoiced.” To this is added “sumptuously” (Gk. lampros, lamp-ROCE), which can also be translated 

“brightly” or “magnificently.” This clearly includes feasting, along with other kinds of merriment found at a 

bright party. A familiar concept in any time period, the set-up of the parable clearly is a person living in the lap 

of luxury and enjoying the finest of everything. 

20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 21 And 

desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came and 

licked his sores. 
Unique among all of Jesus’ parables, here He named one of His characters. That He named the poor man and 

left the rich man unnamed underscores the most important figure in the story since, normally, the rich would be 

named and the poor would be nameless. That the man was “full of sores” (Gk. helkoo, hel-KO-oh) indicates a 

truly pitiful state. 

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the 

rich man also died, and was buried; 23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 

Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on 

me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am 

tormented in this flame. 
In the reversal, angels escorted the once lowly Lazarus to Abraham’s bosom or side (Gk. kolpos, KOL-pos), 

which is the ultimate reward for believing Jews, to share in the same contentment as Abraham (cf. Matthew 

8:11). The same Greek word is used to describe how Jesus was in the Father’s “bosom” (John 1:18), and John 

leaned on Jesus’ “bosom” (John 13:23). 

No one really knows all that happens on the other side, but Jesus provides a comforting picture of a gracious 

escort. For those who manage to escape judgment for their evil deeds in this life, it is also comforting to know 

that they will not escape ultimate justice. Paul tells us that those believers who “fall asleep” are with Christ (2 
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Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23). In contrast, biological Jews are not guaranteed a place at Abraham’s bosom 

by their bloodline alone—rather, along with the rest of unrepentant humanity, they also will face divine 

judgment. 

Lazarus’ joining with Abraham contrasted with his previous life with dogs for company. Meanwhile, the rich 

man’s former luxury not only ended but was replaced with torment—an even more serious condition than 

Lazarus’ former humiliation. Another aspect of Lazarus’ new reality of blessing was his joining with the 

patriarchs of the faith (cf. John 8:39), much like the modern future hope of being rejoined with loved ones as 

well as saints who passed before. The reversal continued with Lazarus’ future in heaven compared with the rich 

man’s polar opposite future in hell (Gk. hades, HA-dees), which is the name from Greek mythology for the 

underworld, but also just the word used generally for the place where spirits (often evil or unrighteous spirits) 

dwell after death. In life, the rich man was blessed and Lazarus suffered, but both temporarily. In death, Lazarus 

was blessed and the rich man suffered, now eternally (cf. the contrasts of the poor versus the rich in the 

Beatitudes, Luke 6:20–26). Whatever hell actually looks like, clearly there is terrible torment, and fire is a 

perfect depiction. 

25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise 

Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
Like the rich man in the parable, the rich Pharisees whom Jesus often addressed lived for themselves, not God, 

and they followed their own wisdom, not God’s. They were more concerned with appearing religiously right 

than actually being right with God in the most important ways. Misusing Scripture for their own benefit, and 

they also scorned the poor. It is no wonder that they hated Jesus, because He exposed their wrong and self-

centered interpretation of the Old Testament (see Deuteronomy 28:1–14; Psalm 1:3–4). Along with material 

preceding this parable, the story of Lazarus and the rich man is another example of their wrong and self-serving 

twisting of God’s Word. 

Jesus’ message to the Pharisees is clear: Just as the rich man was fatally wrong to ignore Lazarus and have no 

compassion on him, so the Pharisees were just as fatally wrong in their self-righteous and cold-hearted life- 

style. Other Old Testament laws pointed to having mercy on the poor and transients (e.g., Leviticus 19:9–

10; Deuteronomy 15:7–11 even speaks of a gate like the rich man’s). In fact, Isaiah 58:6–7 expressly directs the 

sharing of bread with the hungry, housing the homeless, and clothing the naked (cf. Matthew 25:35–36). Thus 

the Pharisees—like some prosperity preachers today—severely miss, to their peril, the point of material 

blessing. It is not earthly reward for human righteousness to be squandered in unrighteousness; rather, it is 

earthly seed to be generously sown in humility for heavenly reward. 

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from 

hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 
Not only did Jesus state unequivocally that hell is real, but also that there is an unbridgeable, uncrossable chasm 

between it and Abraham’s bosom; no one can cross from one to the other. The fate of the two men ends with an 

“utter and unchangeable finality” (Craddock, 192). Death visits ten out of ten people and strikes both the poor 

and the rich—for one, the trials end; for the other, the blessings end; and for both, judgment begins. 

27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house: 28 For I 

have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 29 

Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 
According to Craddock, the Pharisees did not follow their own Scripture, the “law and the prophets” (v. 16), 

which made them no better than the rich man’s brothers who “have Moses and the prophets” (v. 29). The rich 

man found out the hard way just how far off was his and his family’s interpretation of Scripture. Abraham 

informed him that the Scriptures would be sufficient to teach his brothers properly if only they would be willing 

to listen. Speaking through Abraham to the Pharisees via the parable, Jesus exposed both their flawed beliefs 

and their empty hearts. 

30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 31 And 

he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one 

rose from the dead. 
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The rich man desperately believed that if his brothers only saw Lazarus alive, they would repent. Yet Jesus 

clearly stated that not even a dead person raised to life would persuade the hard-hearted (v. 31). Indeed, the 

Pharisees soon would personally witness this event twice, and their hearts not only would remain stone cold but 

would grow even more evil. Everything Jesus did was true to Scripture and, most importantly, according to a 

proper understanding of it—about which He was intentional in teaching His disciples (24:25–27, 44–47). 

Scholars speculate whether Jesus referred prophetically to the same Lazarus who would be the next person to be 

raised from the dead (John 11:43)—certainly, the name coincidence and the mention of resurrection in verse 31 

make such an argument compelling. On the other hand, Lazarus was a common name in the day, and most 

scholars agree that Jesus was probably making reference to His own resurrection, which would forever seal the 

fate of the Pharisees and all like them—much like the fate of the heartless rich man. 

This parable contains a strong warning to heed the Word when it brings conviction and to not harden your heart, 

because your decisions in life have consequences on the inevitable judgment day. Jesus made it clear that the 

rich man’s eternal demise came from his own decisions and hardness of heart—just as the Pharisees had 

consciously and selectively rejected the words of Moses and the prophets (Luke 16:29; cf. John 5:46). He might 

have prophesied about His own resurrection, knowing that not even that miracle of miracles would cause them 

to repent and change their ways. 

A final note is that the rich man’s wealth did not condemn him; it is not evil to be blessed with wealth. Rather, 

his lack of compassion was his undoing. Like the rich fool mentioned earlier, he had no eternal wealth and lost 

his soul to the deceitfulness of temporal wealth (cf. Luke 12:21, 33, 16:11) and a crucially flawed 

misunderstanding of Scripture. In the New Testament, Jesus summarized the entire Old Testament in words that 

could not possibly be clearer—yet, most assuredly, many will continue to fatally miss the plain meaning: “Jesus 

said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets” (Matthew 22:37–40). 
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Daily Bible Readings 

MONDAY 
The Folly of Riches 

(Psalm 49:1–4, 16–20) 

TUESDAY 
Oppressing the Poor Leads to Loss 

(Proverbs 22:1–2, 7–9, 16) 

WEDNESDAY 
Both Oppressors and Righteous Receive Justice 

(James 5:1–5) 

THURSDAY 
Blessed are the Poor 

(Luke 6:20–26) 

FRIDAY 
Two Responses to the Light 

(John 3:16–21) 

SATURDAY 
Entry into the Kingdom of Heaven 

(Matthew 19:23–30) 

SUNDAY 
Lazarus Cannot Help the Rich Man 

(Luke 16:19–31) 
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