
Parables of God’s Just Kingdom 

June 10 • Bible Study Guide 2 

Bible Background • MATTHEW 13:24–43 

Printed Text • MATTHEW 13:24–33 | Devotional Reading • PSALM 78:1–8 

Aim for Change 

By the end of this lesson, we will: EXPLAIN how each of the parables teaches that God’s kingdom is 

established on justice; GIVE thanks for being included as a citizen in God’s just kingdom; and DECIDE to 

practice justice in all relationships with others in and out of God’s kingdom. 

In Focus 

Clarence was infuriated as he drove from church on Sunday morning. He suspected certain deacons were not 

being honest with the offerings. Two weeks ago, he voiced his concern to the pastor and the board. They 

shrugged it off and refused to even investigate it. Clarence couldn’t understand how they could not see what 

was happening right in front of their eyes. Their reasoning was that they knew the deacons in question and had 

no doubt about their integrity. 

Clarence’s wife, Veronica, assured him that justice would come in God’s time and in God’s way. At first 

Clarence couldn’t accept her perspective, but then he decided to pray about it. While down on his knees, God 

reassured him that He was not blind to the injustice that was going on. For this particular situation, all Clarence 

had to do was continue to do his part and speak up. 

The following Thursday, Clarence was watching the news. A journalist was reporting on an investigation 

regarding a local political office and embezzlement of government funds. He couldn’t believe it—it was one of 

the deacons! He was not only dishonest with the church’s money, but also dishonest with the city’s money. 

Justice was finally served. 

Sometimes it may seem like people are allowed to continue to do their bad deeds without consequences. It is 

more alarming when it happens among the people of God. Have you ever seen God deal out justice to those 

who portray themselves as innocent? 

Keep in Mind 

“Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together 

first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn” (Matthew 13:30). 

Words You Should Know 

A. Tares (Matthew 13:25) zizanion (Gk.)—A kind of weed resembling wheat except the grains are black. 

B. Leaven (v. 33) zume (Gk.)—Any substance that produces fermentation when added to dough. 

Say It Correctly 
Leaven. LEH-vin. 

Tare. TAIR. 
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KJV 

Matthew 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 

which sowed good seed in his field: 

25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 

26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 

27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? 

from whence then hath it tares? 

28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and 

gather them up? 

29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 

30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye 

together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. 

31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, 

which a man took, and sowed in his field: 

32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a 

tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and 

hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

NLT 

Matthew 13:24 Here is another story Jesus told: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a farmer who planted good 

seed in his field. 

25 But that night as the workers slept, his enemy came and planted weeds among the wheat, then slipped away. 

26 When the crop began to grow and produce grain, the weeds also grew. 

27 The farmer’s workers went to him and said, ‘Sir, the field where you planted that good seed is full of weeds! 

Where did they come from?’ 

28 ‘An enemy has done this!’ the farmer exclaimed. ‘Should we pull out the weeds?’ they asked. 

29 ‘No,’ he replied, ‘you’ll uproot the wheat if you do. 

30 Let both grow together until the harvest. Then I will tell the harvesters to sort out the weeds, tie them into 

bundles, and burn them, and to put the wheat in the barn.’” 

31 Here is another illustration Jesus used: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed planted in a field. 

32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the largest of garden plants; it grows into a tree, and birds come 

and make nests in its branches.” 

33 Jesus also used this illustration: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like the yeast a woman used in making bread. 

Even though she put only a little yeast in three measures of flour, it permeated every part of the dough.” 

The People, Places, and Times 

The Kingdom of Heaven. The phrase “Kingdom of Heaven” in Matthew is synonymous with the term 

“Kingdom of God” in Mark and Luke’s Gospels. In the first century, the Jewish people expected the coming of 

a Messiah who would defeat their oppressors and rule the earth. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus expands this 

definition to mean the dynamic rule and reign of God. 

Parable. A parable is a story that illustrates a spiritual truth. It literally means something thrown alongside 

something else. Jesus employed this method of teaching quite frequently. Forty-six parables are found in the 

Gospels. Parables were a way to use examples from everyday life in order to illuminate people’s minds 

regarding an abstract reality. 

What would it look like to see Jesus rule and reign in justice over our world right now? 
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Background 

Matthew 13 is dedicated to the parables of the kingdom. In eight parables, Jesus explains how to understand the 

kingdom of God to a large crowd that had followed Him to the sea. He used analogies that His listeners would 

understand pretty well, such as the tasks of a sower (1–8 and 18–23) or the result of yeast in dough (33). Thus, 

the revelation of the kingdom of God is hidden in plain sight, which is the nature of the kingdom; its progress in 

the world is not so obvious, but rather hidden like the meaning of a parable. It is probably for this reason that 

Jesus speaks to them in parables—usually simple stories used to communicate something that can only be 

understood if the listener pays close attention. They can hide the truth in plain sight from those who are 

uninterested or inattentive. Earlier in the chapter (v. 10), one of the disciples asked Jesus why He used parables 

to communicate these great mysteries of the kingdom. In response, Jesus said, “because it is given unto you to 

know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.” His speaking of the kingdom in 

parables draws a parallel to the audience of the book of Isaiah, which read, “Listen carefully, but do not 

understand. Watch closely, but learn nothing” (Isaiah 6:9). Parables invite those who can to hear what the Spirit 

is saying. Jesus would often take time to interpret some of the parables to the disciples, usually in private. 

The text before us focuses on three of the eight parables in Matthew 13—the wheat and the weeds, the mustard 

seed, and the leaven. In the first parable, we hear of two sowers; one is the owner of a field and he sows wheat. 

The other is an enemy of the owner who comes in the night to sow weeds among the wheat. The second parable 

is about a mustard seed, which is a small seed that can grow into a tree on which birds can perch. The third is 

about leaven hid inside a meal. 

How can parables help us to understand the dynamics of God’s kingdom and how He operates? 

At-A-Glance 

1. Kingdom Sowing (Matthew 13:24–26) 

2. Kingdom Harvest (vv. 27–30) 

3. Kingdom Growing (vv. 31–33) 

In Depth 

1. Kingdom Sowing (Matthew 13:24–26) 
Jesus turns from describing people’s response to parables, to another parable regarding the kingdom of God. 

This time He uses the illustration of a farmer with a rival. When the farmer sows his seeds, his rival sneaks in 

and sows weeds in his field. The allusion to Satan is probably not lost on His listeners. While the good seeds 

grew and produced wheat, the other seeds grew alongside it but produced weeds. 

This more than likely represents those who would seem to be aligned with the kingdom, but produce bad fruit. 

They are, in effect, not a part of the kingdom and not children of the kingdom. The truth Jesus illustrates is that 

there will be good and bad seed on the earth, but His kingdom will ultimately right every wrong. 

How does it make you feel to know that even though there will be injustice, Jesus will ultimately right every 

wrong? 

2. Kingdom Harvest (vv. 27–30) 
The farmer’s workers come and alert him to the problem. This doesn’t alarm the farmer. He tells them to let 

everything grow until the harvest, when the wheat will be separated from the weeds. This harvest speaks of the 

end of the age, when God’s kingdom will be fully realized. This time is when God will judge those who are in 

the kingdom and producing the fruit of the kingdom, and those who do not. 

Today, we may see those who commit acts of injustice and all sorts of evil. We may be tempted to take the 

attitude of the workers who wanted to uproot the weeds right away. Jesus lets us know that it’s not our job. He 

will deliver justice in His time. It is His kingdom and His harvest. 

Does waiting for justice to be delivered in God’s time mean that we do not work for justice here and now? Why 

or why not? 
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3. Kingdom Growing (vv. 31–33) 
Now Jesus lets the listeners know how the kingdom of God grows in influence. The kingdom is not a big 

massive enterprise, not something that the world would look at and admire. He says that it’s the size of a 

mustard seed. The very small and unassuming mustard seed serves as an example of the subversive nature of 

the kingdom of God. It starts off small, but grows big in influence, just like the mustard tree grows and provides 

shelter for birds. 

Jesus also explains that the kingdom is hidden, like leaven mixed in dough. You can’t see it in the dough, but 

you see its effects. Without leaven, the dough never rises. This is the same with the kingdom of God. It is 

hidden, but it impacts everything that it contacts. This applies to kingdom justice as well. God’s justice might 

seem to be invisible, but in His timing, it will be fully realized. 

What are the effects of God’s kingdom that you can see right now? 

Search the Scriptures 
1. What was the reason the farmer let the wheat and tares grow together (Matthew 13:29)? 

2. How do the qualities of the leaven and the mustard seed represent the kingdom of God (vv. 31–33)? 

Discuss the Meaning 
1. How does it feel to hear that God will judge people ultimately at the end of the age? Do you think it makes 

people passively wait for justice? Why or why not? 

2. How can we discern the activity of God’s kingdom even though it starts off small and invisible? 

Lesson in Our Society 
We often look to outward signs as proof that God is at work. We can look for churches to be filled with showy 

displays of spiritual power, well-dressed people, and smooth words. Similarly, we expect to see God’s justice 

immediately when it comes to police brutality, corrupt politics, and extreme poverty. In reality, the way people 

dress or how they talk does not signal that the kingdom of God is near, and His justice is not always 

immediately seen. 

The issue is that we do not understand the way God’s kingdom works. The dynamics of the kingdom are the 

opposite of this world. We look through our human perception and expect things to be worked out in big and 

bold ways. In contrast, God uses the small and invisible to actually show His power and bring about change. 

God displays His power by using what seems insignificant to subvert the power of what the world sees as 

mighty. That is how the kingdom of heaven works. 

What is your understanding of how the kingdom of God works? 

Make It Happen 
• Research potential issues of injustice in your local area. 

• Make a list of the issues where you want to see God’s justice, and make a similar list of the different ways He 

is using people to bring about justice concerning those issues. 

• Write in your journal about the ways in which God’s kingdom is small and insignificant while at the same 

time growing in its influence in your own life. 

Follow the Spirit 
What God wants me to do: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Remember Your Thoughts 
Special insights I have learned: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 
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______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

More Light on the Text 

Matthew 13:24–33 

24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which 

sowed good seed in his field: 25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, 

and went his way. 26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares 

also. 
This was a rather long day in which Jesus had a large crowd following Him. Being a great rabbi, He would 

make sure that He shares something with them that would stay. Living in an oral Middle Eastern culture, 

parables make a great tool for communication. They are memorable and fluid. They do not render themselves to 

only one interpretation, which means they can stay on the mind of the hearers long after they have been told. 

Many African cultures are similar. They value parables, proverbs, and folk stories, they are an excellent way of 

communicating. 

Here Jesus has several parables lined up. Some scholars have asserted that He did not teach them all at once but 

Matthew collected them all in one chapter. The chapter started with the parable of the sower whose seeds fell on 

four different kinds of grounds. And now He puts before them another parable. In this one, He talks about wheat 

and tares sown in the same field. Thus, Jesus is continuing with the agricultural theme started in the previous 

parable, but here the message is different. While the first parable of the sower is about how hearers respond to 

God’s Word, this second one is about the ongoing presence of evil in a world that is supposed to be the 

kingdom of God. 

This kingdom, He says, is like a field in which the owner sows wheat and his enemy secretly sows tares. The 

owner’s servants discovered the ploy much later, when both the wheat and the weeds have produced their fruit, 

by which time the roots of the wheat and the weeds have intertwined. The word used here for tares (Gk. zizania) 

is a common term for weeds, wild rice grasses, or false grain. Many scholars agree it is the plant darnel which 

looks very much like wheat and can be poisonous. 

27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy 

field? from whence then hath it tares? 28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said 

unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? 29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the 

tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of 

harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn 

them: but gather the wheat into my barn. 
The owner of the field is now identified as the master of the household. Here, we learn also that he has slaves 

(or servants). When these servants notice the weeds growing in the field where only wheat was expected, they 

ask their master where the weeds came from. The master calmly replies that an enemy has sown the weeds. It 

does not seem the master is surprised at all. He is not surprised at the efforts of the enemy at sabotaging the 

field. The servants are anxious to take care of the problem as soon as possible. They want to root the weeds out 

immediately so that the wheat can bring forth its grain without being choked by the weeds. However, the master 

warns that they cannot take the weeds out without uprooting the wheat as well, for their roots are intertwined. 

The only way justice can be done is by patiently waiting for harvest time when the weeds will be burned. In the 

meantime, the master orders his servants to let both the wheat and the weeds grow together. 

Later in the chapter, and in the privacy of their house, Jesus offers the disciples the interpretation of the parable. 

“He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the 

kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; the enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is 

the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels” (from vv. 37–39). It is important to note that many 

Christians have mistaken the parable to be about the church and her members. That interpretation suggests that 

the field is the church, the seed is the word of God, and the servants are good Christians while the enemy are 

nominal or bad Christians. This is far from what Jesus says. 

The message of the parable is that in the world today, there will be wheat or good seeds (children of the 
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kingdom) and there will be weeds or bad seeds (children of the evil one). And these two “seeds” are 

systemically intertwined in the circle of life such that ultimate separation and judgment will only be possible at 

the end of time. While Jesus Himself is the Son of Man who sows good seeds—children of the kingdom—the 

devil is also active in the world sowing his own seeds—children of the evil one. Thus, just like the wheat and 

the weeds coexist in the field, children of the kingdom and children of the evil one exist together in the world, 

not waiting for the destruction of the children of the evil, but also for the children of the kingdom to transform 

the world like leaven transforms dough. 

Reapers will come to do the separation and give the tares to destruction (v. 30). The word used here for “burn” 

(Gk. katakaio, ka-ta-KIE-oh) connotes completely burning something up so there is nothing left, and is often 

used to refer to end-times judgment. But for now, the workers are told to let the wheat and the weeds grow 

together because the judgment and the weeding belong to God. 

In the parable, Christ does not hesitate to say that the enemy is the devil. Christians will do well to note the 

presence of a real enemy in the world. The devil, though not being an opposite equal with God, is the enemy 

who sows his children into the world. He is the father of lies who only comes to steal, kill, and destroy (John 

8:44, 10:10). He leads a spiritual kingdom of rebellion. His children—the children of evil—fight against the 

progress of the kingdom of God. 

31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard 

seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is 

grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in 

the branches thereof. 
Again, He put before them another parable. This time it is about a mustard seed that, when planted, grows into a 

tree. This is one of the two small parables that Matthew inserts between the parable of the wheat and weeds and 

its interpretation (v. 36). The second one is about yeast that, when put into dough, leavens it. Both these 

parables demonstrate that even though the kingdom of God may seem small and contemptible in its beginning, 

its growth and influence is inevitable. Zechariah once prophesied, “Who hath despised the day of small things?” 

(from Zechariah 4:10). Of course, this is the story of the manifestation of the kingdom through the ministry of 

Jesus, which started with an initial gathering was of twelve disciples, but continues to grow until it reaches its 

full potential in God. 

The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed that someone planted. Thus, in this parable, just like the previous 

one, there is a sower (Jesus), the seed that he sows (the children of His kingdom—the community of His 

followers, the church), and the sower’s field (which is the world). When planted, the mustard plant would grow 

to be “the greatest of shrubs to become a tree.” Size represents significance. The kingdom would grow both in 

its earthly significance and its spiritual impact. 

The plant that is referred to here as mustard has been a subject of theological discourse for ages. Most probably, 

it is the black mustard, sinapis nigra, a plant that can grow up several feet tall, but whose seed is proverbially 

known to be the smallest of the earth. Of course, the sinapis seed was not the smallest—but the mustard seed 

was, in Jewish tradition, proverbial for smallness. It is mentioned five times in the Gospels, generally in relation 

to its smallness in size, and is connected to either the kingdom of God (as in this parable, repeated in Mark 

4:30–32 and Luke 13:18–19) and the smallness of the faith needed to move either a mountain (Matthew 17:20) 

or a mulberry tree (Luke 17:5–6). And this smallness is the main thrust of the parable. That the kingdom of God 

would grow extremely big should not be a surprise to people who expected a messiah so powerful that he would 

deliver them from Roman rule. However, it is the humble beginnings of the kingdom, that it would start small—

like a mustard seed—that would a ground-breaking revelation. 

33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, 

and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 
Matthew introduces this parable with yet again, “He told them another parable.” And this is the final parable 

before they retreat from the beach to the house where Jesus would interpret the parable of the wheat and weeds. 

The kingdom of God is like leaven, or yeast (Gk. zume, ZOO-may), which is used in both positive (v. 33) and 

negative (Mark 8:15) contexts to metaphorically refer to behavior that spreads from person to person. A small 

amount of yeast is mixed with flour, and when placed under the right circumstances, transforms a small dough 
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into larger dough. So, while the previous parable of the mustard seed highlights something big like a tree 

coming out of a small seed, this parable of the yeast emphasizes the pervasive and transformative nature of the 

yeast. And, indeed, the yeast can make something small, big. 

However, as the KJV puts it, the woman hid the yeast in the dough. The Greek word is enkrupto (en-KROOP-

to) which means “to cover or to conceal in something, to mingle one thing with another and thus to hide one 

thing in another.” Its root gives us the word “encrypt,” which in our day connotes a mixing of letters to hide the 

message. The yeast had to be mixed well in the dough as to be hidden. It is this hidden nature of the 

transformative work of the kingdom that stands out in this parable. It is after being so mixed that it causes the 

dough to ferment and rise. Outside the dough, the yeast can do nothing. Inside the dough, the transformative 

power of the yeast is unleashed, though concealed to the eye. It spreads slowly throughout the dough until it is 

leavened. This is a picture of the kingdom of God which is hidden but pervasively transforming the world. 

  



Daily Bible Readings 

MONDAY 
Rehearse the Deeds of the Lord 

(Psalm 78:1–8) 

TUESDAY 
God’s Tree of Justice for All 

(Ezekiel 17:22–24) 

WEDNESDAY 
Jesus Affirmed as Son of Man 

(Matthew 16:13–20) 

THURSDAY 
Jesus Not Believed in Hometown 

(Matthew 13:54–58) 

FRIDAY 
Will Son of Man Find Faith? 

(Luke 18:1–8) 

SATURDAY 
Jesus Explains Parable of the Weeds 

(Matthew 13:34–43) 

SUNDAY 
Defer Judgment Until the Final Day 

(Matthew 13:24–33) 
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